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Theological.
‘L —OC——
i SERMON.
" My brethren, count it sll joy when ye fall into divers
*°r temptations.—Jumes i. 2,
' The word which we translate temptation,
i has two grand meoanings: first, solicitation
+:40 sin; any, secondly, trial from providential
-situation or circumstances—us persecution,
" affliction, or trial of any kind. And in this
" latter sense it is used here; not intending
“diabolical suggestions, or what is generally
:iund ‘rstood by the word temptation.
s+ To those who mind earthly things, or live

i after the fleah, our text will seem a hard say-

| ing. So far from thinking it cause or matter
“ot rejoicing, to suffer reproach or afflivtion,
“there i3 nothing which they endeavor to
pecshun with greater carefulness. But the man
swho no longer lives to himself, but to the
,Lord; the man who observes the m-tions of
- 'sin in his members; the man who tinds by
~experience thit selt is entered into league
“with the world and the devil, tb destroy bis
#87ul; the man who ¢ nsidera this world as a
s8'ate of prabation, and this life as a state of
teial; in fine, who rightly appreciates the
“joys of heaven, and estimates cverything in
"“exact proportion to its advantages as a
:imeans of sulvation, such a man, 1 say, will
i not suppose the advice of St. James in the
" text, a mere flourish of his imagination. Ile
will not regard St. Paul in the v. ot Rum
a8 speaking at random when he represents
his afflictions as cause of exultation. “We
glory,” says he, “in tribulation.”
It migbt be well to ovserve that the acqui-
4.escence in afflictions, of which we are spruk-
ing, while it is at the utmost remove frum
phlegmati¢ insensibility, i3 equally remote
"from quiescence under them, considered in
“ghe abswract. My meaning is this: we are
5ot called to rejoies in trials or temptations,
-, considered in themselves, but as standing in
connection with their valuable fruits, which
are nothing less than a *‘far more exceeding
and eternal weight of glory.”” ‘I'he one grana
" aim of the Christian regards the glory of
:.God; his next consideratin stands in con-
:,nection with the other, the salvation of his
own soul. If, then, he finil« affl ction subserv-
, ient to his purpore, according to the mag-
" nanimous principles of Christian philosophy,
“he will suy, “Must gladly, therefore, will 1
. glory in my infirmities, that the power of
,, Christ may rest upon me. Therefore, I take
._pleasure in infirmities, in reproaches, in
‘“necessitics, in persecutions, in oistresses, for
- Christ’s sake; for when 1 am weak, then gm
‘I strong” My brethren. to those whose pro-
- -bation and pilgrimage lead them through the
. .thorny patbs of this wilderness, a discourse
~“on affliction can not be deemed uninteresting,
" especiully if that discourse be calculated to
” show its beuefit.
i  This we sball attempt to demonstrate in
- .the tollowing discourse, while we speuk.
1. Of their nature and design, and,
2. Of their benetit. '
1. We shall speak something of the nature
- and desiga ot utilictions, or triuls.
. It bas long wsince been observed, by Eli
.. phaz, that “affl-ctivn cometh not torth ot the
. dust, nuither dueth trouble spring out of the
“'ground.”  We have an iutimatiou here that
. they are ordered aucording to the wise coun
- sel of the Most High, aud that they are not
. the result ot san untorescen casualty. You
. will not understand me as speaking of tho-¢
troubles which men bring on themsclves, by
actual sin and ~tubborn rebellion. It woulu
‘bu little short of blasphemy for a man to
t drink into a state of ihtoxication, and then
- to charge the Almighty as the author of
_every bruise and wound he might receive
during the period of his frenzy. 1o is notin
such affliction as this that we are called to
rejuice: this would be to rejoice in iniquivy.
The affliction and trial of which we rpeak 1n
that which, it in every case it by notv imme-
diately ordered by the Almighty —it in sume
cases natural causes seen L lead to it—is,
nevertheless, overrul :d fur the ultimate gHod
of them that luve God. A man, by niturai
causes, may be brought Lo a bed ot affliction.
The natural causss may, nevertheloss, miais-
t r o the will ut Gud, and G,d may make
the affliction minister, at the sume thne, to
our hest, our eternal nterest.  Morcover, o
8:eminyg accidout, or mwany sceming divusterr,
* may have reduced ux tu a stute vl poverty.
God can, aud frequently does, make a stat
of puverty mtulswer tu our ratvation. We
might say the same of persecution, uud of the
luss of vur friends; though wickedness is the
ciune ot both thesy, yot Gud overrules Lthew
for the god of thuse who luve him.

It inay be asked here whether we ure to
consider the Almighty as ordaining thewm
This question sees to lead to sums duticuley .
and, perhaps, it is more curious than usctul.
Nov to pass it by in entire ~ilconce, L wouls
obscrve, that there is # sense in which th y
may bo considered as the vrder ot God. 1
i+ ovident thut but for sin there would be no
P 'verty, sickness, persccution, or death; and
yot in these things we are told Lo rejoice; not
however, a3 the ctfects of rin, but as the runc
titied chastiscments of the Alunghty, which
are designed to tuke uway the iniquity of his
people.

Tws may be illu-trated by a circamstance
taken from the Ul Testament. When the
Jews had degenerated into a hypuciitical
nation, and the Almighty des‘gaed to scourge
them, be fixed on tho Assyrian monarch,
whom he denominated the rud of bis uu_er.
“1 will give him,” paith he, “ my commission,
and send him against my people.”  The
proud king, actusted by lust of power, gocs
forth to execute the Lord’s purpuse, howoert
he meancth not so. It is tur trum his hourt
to obey the will of God in this expedition,

> and when this instrument of the Divine ven-
gance arrogates to himsell the honor ot his
successes, the Almighty speaks of him in the
following terms: “Shall the ax boast itsclt
azuinst him that heweth therowith, as it the
rod should shake itselt aguinst hun thau hit-
eth it up?”

‘This, my brethren, is the light in which
we are lrying to regurd tho Almighiy, us
tempting, or trying us.  Man was ¢reated an
agont; sin is the abuse of agency; utll ction i»
the fruit ot sin.  The Lord, by u dispensation
of intinite wisdom and gooduess, uverruled
these afflictions for the good ot his peoples; he
guides the teeble bark of bis Ciurch through
the wuves of a tempestuous ocean, +0 thut
those disasters and afflictions which over-
whelm the wicked with confusion, work out
forit a fur more exceeding and eternal waighs
of glory. The Christiun, theretoro, visws

~affliction in 8 new point of light —new to the
worldly man. Mo regaris it as virtue's
school, and says, with St. Puul, « Weo k: ow
that all things work together fur good to
them thut love God.”

IL. This will lead us to speak somewhat of
the benefit of affliction.

I think it has appeared sufficiently plaiv
that the Almighty hus purposes ot mercy in
the afflictions he sends. [ trast [ shull be
able 1) show that they are wiscly adapted
their denign.

The inordinate love of this world iy called
the very essence of ungodliness.  Iv iy well

. known that in the soil of prosperous fortune,
qur‘)kcrl health, flattering friends, buoyant
Spinty, and a springtide ot success, earthly
luve strikes its roots the deeper.  llence, v
draw the mind to God, it is necessary those

b4

broken cisterns should be drained; and, in
this way, the Good Being frequently brings
hia creatures to conviction and repentance.
Uuder circumstances of distress, it is com-

| paratively easy for the sorrowing heart to

give up a world by which itselt seems to be
wiven up.  The roul which knows not where
to fly, flies to God by a sort of natural im-
pulse, from a feeling conviction that every
other refuge is a refuge of lies. In the para-
ble of the prodigal son, sin and extravagance
marked his conduct, until he began to be in
want, and then he said, “1 will arise and go
to my father.” A

It is not necessary that we should go back
82 fur for proofs of the advantages ot trial.
II,w mauny, by the loss of bealth, wealth,
and friends, have begun to think of secking
more peruwsinent blessings? [ do not say
that afllictions necesrarily lead 10 such an
end, but thut this is their tendency. A re-
bellious spirit, under divine chastening; a
murmuring and repining temper; the induly-
ence of hard thought ot God; wiil pervert
t © best means to the worst ends: and this
disposition is  that reprehended by the
prophet Amos: I have smitten you with
‘blasting and mildew: when your gardens.
and your vineyards, and your figtrees, and
your olivetrees increased, the balmer worm
devoured them ; I have sent among you the
pestilence; your young men have [ slain
with the sword, and have tuken away your
horees; yet ye have not returned unto me.
suith the Loid. Therefore, will 1 thus do unto
thee, O, Israel; and becanse 1 will do this

‘unto thee, prepare to meet thy God, O,

Lsrael ” v

Thus, T ray, the Almighty bespeaks and
threatens rebellivus Israel, when they frus-
trate his designe,  What shall we say, then,
of those who have their hearts torn by the
most cruel bereavements, and their carthly
hopes blasted by a frowning Providence,
and yet never serionsly consider the hand
that smites them, that they may break oft
their sins by repentance, nor lay to heart
the vanity of the world, that they may re-
turn to God as their chief joy.

Again, afll ctions tend to revive dying
graces.  Our Qiearts, my brethren, are very
treacherous; and as the nation no longer in-
ured to toil and warfare, becomes effemi-
nate and exposed to the depredations of
designing enemies, 80 the heart, in a state of
tranquillity, the man, at ease in his posses-
sions, is apt to forget God; or, at least, to
grow-cold and formal in his devotions. A
shock of aflliction numbers the shortcomings
befure him, prompts selt-examination, and
causes arenewal of vows. Joseph's brethren
made mention of their former sin of selling
their brother, when they were in trouble;
and though a score of years had passed since
the guilty transaction, they seemed unmoved
vy their fault until they were in trouble;
and, though they might before have felt un
easiness of mind, on necount of their crime,
it remained for affliction to give poignancy
to their conviction. The moment they were
in trouble, they thought of sin us the cause
of it.

The Psalmist says, ¢“Before 1 was afflicted,
[ went astray; but now have I kept thy
law.”” Ilow often do we reulize the same
heneficial effects from affliction, such as sick-
nexs, luss of fortune or of friends.

Again, afflictions are useful, as evidences
of our sincerity, and of the power of godli-
ners, inasmuch as by them alone our faith is
trivd, and we are cncouraged to bear pa-
tiently, and to labor earnestly and persever-
ingly after pertect love and eternal glory.
'o imitate the religion of the gospel, in nome
points, is not 8o very ditfi;uly, in certain con-
ditions of "life. For instance, we can easily
exercise resignation to the will of God, when
he pouis in upon us a flocdtide of prosperity:
but to obey God, and be resigned 1o his will,
when he crosses our-inclinations, this is reli.
gion, indeed —this is the trial which Abra.
ham’s faith endured, aud which proved it
genuine; and ho was called the “friend of
tod.”  But wherefore did God thus try him?
Did ho not kiow before that he was sincere?
No doubt he did. But perbaps Abruham
might not have been so well sati-fied of his
own tidelity betore as he was afterwards;
nor had he wmado 8o full proot of the power’
ot grace as he then made. What was the
result?  Ilis consolation increased, his faith
was confirmed; he was thenceforth prepuared
to exerciso aith and patience, under stnilar
trials, aud the virtue of God’s never-failing
grice was tested.

The trial of Job was somewhat similar.
The Almnighty did not believe the lies of
Satan, when he said, © Touch him. and he
will curse thee to thy face;” but he gave
Siatan libervy 1o do his worst—only 1o spare
ni« lite.  After u series of revere afilictions,
Job came out, like gold tried in the furnace,
wied thoroughly puritied; und he no doubt
enjoyed more consolation  afterward, and
Gond's name was moro gloritied by Satan’s
malice, on this occasion, than in all Job’s life
b ride.

IFrom a view of the atility of affliction, in
this resp-ct, the apostle represents the Al
mighty as speaking to his children. ¢ My
<on, despise not thou the chastening of the
Lord, nor fuint when thou art rebuked of
nim: for whom the Liord loveth ho chasten-
eth, and reourgeth every son whom he re-
ceiveth,” &c. And St James, immedintely
after the text, saith, “Knowing this, that the
trying of your faith worketh paticnce””  As
it he had said, Why should you not count it
joy to full into temptation, when it is so well
calculated to try your faith, and give
the satisfactory cvidence that it is sincere;
and, at the same timo, to bring glory 1o God
and promote patience. And thoen hoe kpeuks
of the necessity of patience. “Lict paticnee
have her perfect work;” or, its full reward.
A man who puts his money on interest, has
no right 10 receive it, unless he wait the
proper time; and so of tilling the ground,
and of the reward of lubor.  1le speaks or
this us the way to attain perfection.  “T'hat
you may be perfect and  cntire, wanting
nothing;” that is, that you may be skilled in
all the mysicries of true godliness.

Weo are astur:d, by our own experience,
that those whu have suffered the greatest
afflictions, and sustained thein best, are the
happicst Christians.  As the old soldier per
ceivens o degree of delight in speaking of his
wound, so the fuithful Christian rejoices in
enwmerating the afllictions he has suffered
for Christ's sake, while fighting urder his
banner: and like Paul in bis confidence, he
saith, “Who rhall separate us from the love
of Christ?  Shall tribulation, or distress, or
porsccution, or famine, or nakeduess, or
peril, or sword?  Nay, in all these things
we are more than conquerorsy” wo take
spoils from our enemices.

Brethren, it must atford & man great com-
tort, while he is surrounded with distress,
to reflect that he is walking in the way in
which all have traveled who are now in
honven, and who once were men. For,
could we hear them tell their travels in this
lite, 1 have no doubt that they would wpeak
with raptures of their former temptations.
Christian, whatever your tioubles may be,
it you do not run, but full into them, how-
over nwmnerous thoy may be, you have a
right to rejoice in them.  But, sinners. your
aflictionn ure but the prelude to ¢verlusting

pain~—Hurris.

For the St. Louis Christian Advocate.

¢« Blessed are the pure in heart, for they shall ste
God.”

To be pure in heart should be the Chris-
tian’s aim and purpose ; but to be so requires
a great amount of prayer and watchfulness.
For a child of God to live in this world, and
enjoy daily the love and favor of his Heav-
enly Father, is a high and holy privilege;
and, while it may be done—for we have the
assurance firom God’s blessed Word that it'is
the Christian’s privilege to enjoy daily sweet
intercourse with the Father of our spirits—
alas! how fow do enjoy this blessing! How
few seek after it! Our minds become entan-
gled with the world, and the cares and per-
plexities of life crowd themselves upon us,
and wo give way.to temptation, and fall
into sin. We forget that, to enjoy the holy
dehights of that better land, we must be pure

Oh, for a deeper work of grace in the hearts
of God's people. But, blessed be God, none
of his children need despair. Ileaven, with
all its glories, shall be ours, if faithful. Qur
cares and trials may last us through life;
but death, solemn as the hour may be, re-
leases the child of Go1 from all his troubles,
and his deathless spirit goes forth to erjoy
the blessed reward that is in store for him.

It Christians would only let their light
shine more_brilliantly, and beautify their pro-
fessions more nobly, by discountenancing
~in of every grade, what a change would
there be, in the Charch and out of it! And,
until this i3 dome, the wheels of Zion wil
move but slowly.

The Christian has much to contend with,
and daties devolve upon him that he feels
loth to perform; but he should always re-
member the promise, that no good thing’
will our blessed Ma~ter withhold from them
who walk wprightly. l

more zeal for the cause of Chria_r{.-.
Landmark, Mo, May 4, 1860,..~

Communications.

For the St. T oais Christian Advocate.

Miscellaneous Proverbs.
BY FLETCHER.

CHAP. I.

1. Be choice of thy company, lest thy
heart be corrupted, and thy good name re-
ceive a blot.

2. Use opportunity promptly, wisely, and
vorily thou shalt become renowned in deeds.

3. In disputes, be mild; in business, be
prompt; in friendship, confiding, so shalt
thou have friends and money.

4. Love without distrust; praise without
sclfishness; reprove without hatred.

5. Be not cnvious of thy neighbor’s
wealth, for verily wealth bringeth anxious
care with less capacity for its enjoyment.

6. Be zeulous to do good, for remember
thy good deeds will be immortal.

7. Labor is a necessity of thy nature; all
men fly to it for pleasure or profit.

8. Weep thy conscience tender, that it
may be a faithful monitor to daty and to

virtue.

9. Honor virtue in the humble; detest
vico everywhero.

10 Wouldst thou be happy? Do thy
duty, and it will come unbidden to thy
heart.

11. “ Knowledge is money ;” therefore, if
thou wouldst becomo rich, seek wisdom,
and use it.

12. Be thoughtful, and thou shalt become
wise; be frugal, and thoun shalt become rich;
be friendly, and thou shalt become popular;
bo virtuous and faithful to thy country and
thy God, and thou shalt be counted worthy
of all honor. '

—_——
Scraps of Thought and Sentiment.
BY FLETCHER.

Love is life’s most beautiful poetry, writ-
ten upon the heart, and destined to a bright
immortality.

LEavy is life’s most virulent poison, often
infused into our most delicate food.

Ilonoris life’s ornament ; beautifal if worn
with digniry and humility.

Flattery is like tho usurer, who makes
small loans on short time, and demands ex-
orbitant interest.

Beauty of person is ofien a fatal gift; it
imposes responxibilities by additional talents,
with neither wisdom nor power to improve
them,

Vanity, like the bubble, rears all the colors
of the rainbow on an airy foundation.

Ambition, like the eagle, stoops to earth
for its prey, but ascends to enjoy it.

ITome, an oasis in life’s great desert, where
the weary pilgrim may rest and refresh him-
self for his journey.

Youth, the bud of hope, which, with care,
may have a rich fruition, or, by neglect, a
tearful blight.

Immortality gives to life its brightest and
noblest aspirations; bridges the cold stream
of Death, and beautifully illuminates the re-
gious beyond.

Divine mercy, unlike human, offers par-
don for the past without “indemnity for the
future.”

0
For the St. Louis Christian Advocate.

On Dress.

Mr. Eprror: In the Discipline of the M.
E. Clhurch, Svuth, page thirty-first, we find
that the putting on of gold and costly ap-
purel is forbidden.

And, on page 108, is the following:

“ Ques. Should we insist on the rules con-
cerning dress?”

“ Ans. By all means. This is no time to
give encouragement to superfluity of ap-
parel. Theretore, receive none into the
Church till they have left off superfluous
ornaments.”

« Let every one who has charge of a cir
cait or station read Mr. Wesley’s Thoughts
Upon Dress, at least once a year in every
H()(ﬂi(ﬂy.”

“Iu visiting the classes, be very mild, but
very strict.  Allow of no exempt case: bet-
one suffer than many.”

Afier reading the ubove, one unacquainted
with the facts would be surprised on enter-
ing & Methodist congregation, and seeing

in heart, and in all maonner of conversation |

May we all live more holy, and show fOl‘tl‘ll{f

the whiskered preacher, and the sisters with
their gold rings and modest hoops, occupying
something less than ten feet' in diameter
Who do they worship? It must be the God
of Pride.

« Mr. Wesley’s Thoughts Upon Dress.”

Well, 1 have attended some few Methodist
meetings, and [ never heard those I'nought.
Upon Dress, and if I had not learned som«
other way, I would not have known tha
Mr. Wesley ever thought abont dress in hir
life. :

But some will say, you should touch the
subject of dress very cautibusly, lest you
offend some very worthy persous.

But if I offend with the truth, what, then
is my offense? .

On this suhbject, hear what the inspired
writers sayeth :

1 Pet. iii. 83: “ Whose adorning, let it no
be that outward adorning of plaiting th:
hair, and of wearing of gold, or of putting
on of upparel.” .

1 Tim. ii. 9: “1n like manner, also, tha
women adorn themselves in modest apparel
with shamefucedness #n i sobriety, not witl.
broidered hair, or go.d,r peatls, or costly
array.”’ S L )

We have mentioned these two, as being
sufficient, for “in the mouth of two or thre:
witnesses shall every fuct be established’
And we hope, instead of changing the Dixci
pline to suit their dress, that preacher an
people will change and fashion their live:
and dress according to the Discipline anc
God’s Holy Word, and all live in the sam:
mind on earth, and live with God in heaven

Owp F.a:.

If the writer of the above will consalu th:
last edition of the Discipline, he will finc
things different from what is stated above
although the change may not be regarded a-
material except in regard to Mr. Wesley’:

Thoughts on Dress.—Ep. Apv.

_—

Rev. W. B. McFarland’s Communij-
cation.

Much as we dislike the introduction of

'mere personal matters into the pablic papers,
‘we give place to B.o. McFarland, that he

may set himgelf right in a matter whereof he
has been accused. The man to whom he re-
fers charged, in a public print, that McFar
land had made false statements in regard to
matters referred to in this communication.
The paper which contained the charge re-
fused to publish the answer; hence it i~
thought to be due to the parties concerned
that the answer appear; hence, at the re
quest of Bro. McFarland, we insert it.

We have not space for the article to which
this is a reply, nor, indeed, is it necessary we
should publish it if we had. The following
gives a clear view of the matter, so far ur
Bro. McFarland seems to have been cou-
cerned:

For the St. Louis Christian Advocate.
REV. T. B. TAYLOR V3. TRUTIIL

Me. Epiror: In the Central Christian Ad-
vocate, of January 25th, a Northern Method-
ist paper, published in your city, appeared an
article from the pen ot T. B. Taylor, con-
tuining sundry statements in reference to
mysclt and others, designed to make u false
impression upon. the minds of the readers ot
that paper.

I have never engaged in a controversy of
this kind, but I think justice to myselt, ar.d
the cause ot truth gosvsily, dusisensl s can
poousy vi we eonduct of T. B. Taylor, aug
the editor of the Central Chiistian Advocate.
The first, for willfully telling what he knew
was not true, and the uther fcr publishing n,
and refusing to publish a correction of iux
talsehoods, and for fuiling to return the man-
uscript when demanded of him.

Since tne publication of the article referred
to, I have written to Charleston, Va., and
have received *the documents,” and they
are now before me, the benetit of which |
propose giving Lo the public.

Sometime last summer Rov. J. C. Rucker,
of the Lllinois Confercuce, made u visit o his
triends at Independence, while 1 was sta
tioned in that city. I received him cordially.
und invited him to preach, which he did at
two ditferent times.

During bis stay we had several conversa-
tions upon Church matiers, and, during oue
of those interviews, 1 incidentally reterrea
to T. B. Tay lor, and his antecedents. I also
remarked that I had noticed several sluves
advertised to be publicly ~old for his benetit,
which, I rupposed, had taken place, und that
he had rehiglously pocketed the proceeds.

The following is & true copy of the adver
tisement autluded to:

¢« TRUST SALE.—1n pursuance of a deed of tru-t.
given by Jobn Hanstord to we, as Uustee, to secure
1o T. B. Tuylor the sum ot $1,243 85, und the inter
est, which deed of trust is recorded in book U, puge
30, Kunawha, County Court Clerk's office, Virginia
and is dated 10th of July, 1855, I rhall proceed, on
the 9ih day of May next, at the frout dvor of the
Court House of Kunawha county, to sell to the high-
est bidder, and for cush, the negro slaves n.entioned
in gaid deed of trust, to-wit: Matilda Frank, Hau-
nah, Milly and Sanford. T. B. SwaNN, Trusteo.

Aprit 7, 1857.

In reterence to the above, Taylor makes
the following statement:

“A man in Virginia owed my father-in-law’s
estate $1,240, to secure which note a deed of trust was
taken by the sdmiaistrator on the ouly property the
man had (except some per-onal property) and that
was 8 lot of sluves.” ¢“Among other notes, this of
3,240 was given 10 my wile us s part of her due, ar.d
this was betore we were married.”

Now, what intelligent reader can fail to
detect tho wshallow hypocriny, so clearly
evinced in the above specimen of Tuylor’s
logic?

A deed of trust taken by the administrator
of Lis father-in-law’s estute! And this note
was given to my wifu betore we were mar-
ried! 1f so, it wus out ot reach ot the ad.
ministrator; the fact iy, he never did have
anything to do with it. The deedof trust
was taken by Taylor, or his trustee, and tor
his benefit, and for no onc¢ else. 1le also
states that the negroes were the ouly prop-
erty the man had, &c. This is ulso 1alse,
which you will see by the following, a cop)
of the deed of trust, certiticd by the clerk i
the court where it is recorded :

“This deed, made this 10th day of July, 1855, be-
tween John Hansford, of the first part, and T. B.
Swann (trustee), of the second, and Timothy B Tay-
lor of the third part, all of the county of Kanawha,
and State of Virginia, Witn 8.cth: Thut the sail
party, of the first part, doth grant unto the puny of
the second part, the following negro tlaves, to wit:
Matilda and her son, Frank; Hannah; Nelly; Sun-
ford; and the following real e:tate, to wit: * % %
upon trust to secure to the party of the third part a
certain debt due and owing to 1he party of the third
part, by said Jobn Hanstord, a note, ot this date, fur
$1,248 85. It said Hansford fail or reluse to pay, to
said Taylor, said sum of $1,248 85, and aMl a cruing
intercst, by the first duy of January, 1856, then the
trustee shall sell the property hereby conveyed —first
selling the negroes—or so much thereof as thall be
sufficient for the purpose of the trust, and apply the
proceeds according to section 6, chapter 117, Cude of
Virginia.”

And all signed, sealed, and recorded. I
have hero copied the body of the deed only.

Mr. Editor, in all candor, is not this an
outrageous treatment of truth?  Buat this is
not ull,  “The negroes are to be sold first,”
and the land reserved.

Taylor wants $600 worth of “bliod to ce

ment the bricks” in a new Methndist Church, to ;

be huilt in a destitute village in Illinois

Bat hear him further: “Sauffice it to say,
the sale never took place, but the money
was forthcoming ; ut least, all but about $40
or §50, which remains unpaid to this day.”

“Now. Mr. M¢Farland, bring on your doc-
uments.”

Weill, here they are,in the form of receipts
that witl speak for themselves:

““T. B. TAYLOR VS. JNO. IIAN:FORD.
“This amount, part of debt secured by trust
deed. und pud to T. B Swann, by J. F.
Hansford: As prec:eds of boy Frauk.......$350 €0
Attorney’s claimiienie veveeres seenn e

sees svanee

: 332 50

‘Received of T B.Swann. trustee and attorney

he above sum of $3 2 50. and his receipted nceoun:

Jer $17 54, attorney’s commission. April w9th, 1857,

o part of claim vs. John Haustord.

ﬁsigrwd,) T B TavyrLor?”

“'I'he nbove is & true copy from my rec ipt book.
unde by request. T. B Swaxsn.”

This boy, Frank, whose name appeurs i
‘he deed of trust, was sold to a Southern
vrader, and the money paid to T. B. Taylor
Oor which be gave his receipt, as above.

Yet he says he ¢ never sold a slave in hi-

“iit’e;‘but Tits trusteo sold-ono for him;-wad fic

received the price, * wiping his mouth, and
aying I huve done no harm.” ¢ Lam ne
daveholder at heart.” I am only one i
pocket.

But once moro. Taylor says: ¢« ITe mad.
his will,” &e. Now, what it he did? whao
loes not know that his will is perfectly
worthless?  His slaves may be sold by Aine
self, or for his debts, at any time. Has the
nan no common sense?  Or has he  tradeo
in the souls and bodies of men’ so long as t
fo~e the sensibi ivies of 4 man?

He says: ¢ They are all now free, and do-
ing for themselver, except one, and rhe will
nave reached maturity before long.”  Tui-
s unother “fish story.”  Read the fullowing:

¢ By request, I make the following statemert, that
[ hire a sluve by the nume of Heury of Dr. Wad-
kins, agent for Rev. T. B. Taylvr, for which L have
ezecuted my note, payable to said Tuylor, tor the
sam of $120, the hire for the year 1860.

0. WiLson.”

« Charleston, Va., Ieb. 22, 1860.”

Henry is about thirty years of age, “and
doing for himself,”” paying his MASTER, a
member of the Illinois Conference, $120 per
year. What a privilege! «“All free except
one, and she will have soon arrived at matu-
rity.” Now, this girl, Agnes, referred to, ir
sbout twenty-one years of age ut present.

and has been hired to D. Estel, E-q, of

Charleswon, Va., fur three years past, and is
alro, engaged to the same maun for three
years more, at $40 per year, and all expense-,
vixes, &, paid. To B, Taylor never bar
heen accused ot telling too much traih, and
[ think the above ficts that | have stuted
will cleatly point out “the rogune that lied in
the cuse” Thcre are other points in his
sommunication that ought to be noticed
but I will p1 8 them for the present.
Yours wruly, W. B McFarrLaND.
Westport, bo., May 3.1, 1860.

All about Preaching--Dull Preaching,
And Other Kinds of Preaching.

We have not for some time past secn an
article, of no greater length, thut pleased ux
more than the following. We dislike dull
preaching—no matter where, when or by
whom. When a maan ascends the pulpit to
talk to us about our eternal intercsts, we
want him to be in earnest; and, although we
do not care to have him scream and bawl,

‘yeu prefer Lo shiould manitest earnestness in

manner, a8 well as in matter. But we do
not like that fastidious squeamizhness that
seems to pervade the minds of sume, in re-
gard to what is culled long sermons. The
length of a rermon should depend upon its
matter, and the interest felt in it by the con-
gregation listening. Some men wil tire us
more in thirty minutes than others will i
three times thirty minutes, When a man
goes into the pulpit, let him be sure, 1. That
he has something to ray; 2. That he knowa
what it is be hus to ray; 3. That it is righy,
true and good; 4. That it is applicable to
tht time, place and people; 5. That he kuows
how ty say it,using tue proper words in their
proper connection,

Then let him proceed to ray his say,
plaiuly, respectfully, reverently, solemnly.
and atlectionately—avoiding tantology and
repetition—avoiding all appearance of flrid
ness and pompousness of sty le—all ambigu-
ity of expression—the use of ull hurd or high-
sounding words and seck to muke the truth,
the ideas prominent, and not the style, the
manner or the dress. Aud then let him
quit when he is done, und not talk for the suke
ot talking, or tulk against time, nor yct try
to make the people feel until they have given
them something to feel about. Give the
people the truth of Gud, in a proper manner
and with a proper spirit, and they will be
sure to feel sooner or later. But to the
article: ‘

We have an indefinite amount of puerile
and undignitied complaint from disappointed
men, of disingenuous misrepresentation from
incompetent men, who have entered upon
labors they were never fitted to uccomphish.
Such men undertake their labors in ways

vhat want, and must want, the Divine sanc-
tion; and they ave tempted to ward off a

just verdict of unsuitableness and of incom-

petency, by bringing many and grievous
charges aguinst their flocks, “A mania tor
church exterding,” «a bankering tor archi-
tectural splendor,” “or tor dircursive and sa-
tirical preaching,” “or for something florid
and protound,” these and the like imputa-
tions have been put torward, us a screen by
many an unsuccesttul preacher, who failed—
8 mply failed—not in selling horns or hidds,
~hirtings orsugars—but furled to recommend
Christ and his gospel—tailed for want ot
head, or heart, or indurtry, or all three.

Au Irish preacher is reported in an Edin.
burg paper as saying lutely, that “he had
been led to think of his own preaching and
of that of his brethren. He saw very few
gsermous in the New Testament shaped after
the forms and fashions in which they have
been accustomed to shape theirs. He was
not aware of a sermon there, in which they
had a little motto selected, upon which a
disquisit on vpon a particular rsubject was
hung. The sort of sermons which the peo-
ple in his locality were desirous 1o hear, were
sermons delivered on a large portion of the
Word of God, carrying through the ideas un
the Spirit of God bad done” Anditis, in
part, at least, because of the prevailing dis-
regard of this most reasonable desire, that
parishes so soon weary of their ministers.

It is not worth while for any man to go
into the ministry who can not reli-h the
Apostle’s invitation, ruvming thus: 1 be-
scech you, therefore, brethren, by the mercies
ot God, thut ye present your bodies @ living
sacrfice, holy, nceeptable unto Gud, which is
your reasouuble service.” If thut seem not

reasonable, aye, and exceedingly inviting
too, better let it ulone.  All men can not dov
all things. Better raise extraordinary pota-
toes than hammer out ingignificaut ideas.

If any man really wish to know how heis
preaching, let him imagine himself convers-
ing earnestly with an intelligent and highly
gitted, but unedacated man or woman,in hi
own parlor, or with his younger children,
Would any but an idiot keep on talking,
when, with half an cye. he wight discern
tedious, wronght by himself, upon the uncal-
loused sensibilities of his hearers?

Ilow long ought a sermoun to be? As long
as you can read in the eye of seven-eighths
of your audieuce, Pray, goon.

The dull preacher, taliing below the dig
nity and the privilege of his office, addresser
nimeelf, not to living men, buv to an imagi.
vary sensibility 1o abstract trath. The effea
ot thigis obvious and inevitable; it converts
hearers into doubters as to wbether in fuc
there b+ any such thing as a rdligion worth
cemembering or possessicg, and preachier:
into complainers of the peaple, as inditferen
and insenrible to the truth—a | bel whicl
ought to render them liable to fine and pun
ishment.  God’s truth, fairly presented, i~
never a matter of indifference or of insensi-

“bitieg 40 an intelligent, or even to an unin

iolligent audience. However uan jndividua

Martyrs and Ccnfesscrs.

The letters following are takcu irom the
Braut rd correspundenco, and were porved,
as will be seen from their purpoert, only a
short rime before theie writers ruffercd o ar-
tyrdom. “The lumpish heaviness of the
vroas,” in view of wial or dificulty 10
waich Chiist callnus, of which Ridley speaks,
now it melts out under those words of cheer-
tul tru-t with which these servants of C.rist
encourage each other:

€70 ARCHBISIIOP CRANMER AND BISHOIS
RIDLEY AND LATIMER.

«To my Dear Fathers, Dr; Cranmer Dr. Rid-
ley, ‘and Dr. Latimer—Jesus Immanucl,
My dear fathers in the Lord. 1 besecch
God, our sweet Father, through Christ, to
muke perfect the good he has begun in us
all. Amen.
¢ 1 hau wought that every of the rlaves

had wtand next the door; butrow it i~ vihe

erwise perceived. Oar dear Bro. Roegoys
has broken the ice valiantly; and av this day,
| think, or to morrow, at the uttermost,
hearty Ilooper, sincere Saunders, und -trusty

Paylor, end their courre and receivo their

crown. The next um I, which hourly look

or the porter 1o open me the gates after
them, to enter into the desired rest.
torgive me wine_unthankfuloeas fsr this ex-

here or there may contrive to withdraw him [Teeding great mercy ; thad, 81hohg vo many

welf' from the sphere of its irflacnce, trutl
can no more lose her power than the run
can lore his heat.

The people, under the quickening influencer
characteristic of our sge, ure awakening to
the consciousness, that on the day which
should be the best of all the week, they have
been defrauded of their right, in having
solemn dullness palmed upon them, in place
of living, earnest, animated truth.  Lec not
ministers, unwisely overlooking this unde-
niuble fact, defume the people, by alleging
a growing tacility in dissolving the ‘pastora
relation—au disregard tor solemn contracts—
a willingness to dismiss excellent, godly aud
devoted men, without other reasou than the
indixposition to retain them. Be it known
to all such, that capable men in overy de-
partment ot life were  never in such request
a4 at this very hour; and never, since the
world began, was there an audience so large.
aud 8o attentive to truth, well wrought and
titted to its purpose, as now.

From the Richmond (Va.) Enquirer.

Orr1GIN oF Lynou Law.—MEessrs EpiTors:
[ observed recently in the Dispateh a shor
extract from Howe's 1Dstory of Virginia
wouching the originot ¢ Lyuch Law.” 1 have
~¢en this extract more than once in the pa-
pors; it contains one Or tWo inace iracies,
«hich, however, are unimportant. I'n regara
to Colonel Charles Ly uch, author ot that
code, it 18 stuted that he was a Governnr of
Louisiana. 1t was Mississippi, and nov Lo
isigna.  Ile died—not soon after the war.
but a few years after the commencement of
the present century, a8 L am informed by
uear relative, now living, in old age.

Perhaps it may not be uninteresting to
some ot your readers to learn farther par-
ticulars in relation to the same subject, from
the pen of “an old inhabitant” of Lyunch-
burg, who has lately wiitten ¢ Sketches and
Recollections ot Lyunchburg:” “Chas. Lyuch,
the father of Col. Charles and John Lyuch--
the latter the founder of the now city ot
Lynchburg—took up a tract of land on
James River, within view of the Peaks ot
Otter and the mountain scenery. After hi~
decease, Lthis tract of land, now the site ol
that city, becume the property of his sou
Juhn, who establi<hed a ferry over the river
at that point. [As Mr. llowe quoted Mr.
Wirt a8 saying], tv was his brother Charles
[ who originated and enacted practically
the celebrated code culled * Lynch Liaw.” 1li-
reridence was on Staunton river—a branch
of the old Roanoke, that ran through ‘my
plantation,” as John Rundolph was in the
hubit of speechitying.  The anthoress of the
* Recollections,” Mrs. C., of Nelson county
Virginia, continuer: “During the Revelu
tio ary war, the country on James rive
and on the Roanoke; about the Bilue R.dg.
and the mountain passes, was harassed by
a lawless band of Tories and desperadoes.
and their depredations at one time extended
into the regions round about Lynchbary.
The case required a wpecies of operation
adapted to cure the evil. Col Ljynch sat us
Judge, empanncled u jury, ano, on convic-
uon, executed the punishment in a prompt
manner.  The vitlains were permitted to ae-
tend themeelves, and Lo show nitigating cir
cumstances, and when punished to clear ont.
Many well-meaning persons are frightenco
at the name of Lynch law, without knowing
its history, code or appliunce. 1t is a better
term, and hag a more orderly and civilized
aspeet, than Squatter Suverciguly.

“Col. Lynch raised a regiment of rifiemen
after he had offi. iated as judge, in relieving
the country from Torics, thieves and mur
derera  [lo was present at the battle of
Guilford Court [louse, whrre he [rogether
with a youthful son], behaved with great
gallaniry.” Charles Lynch, the ancestor of
this family of Iiynches, lefi the North of Lre
land when he was a boy [t school] and came
to the culony of Virginia in the early part
of the last century. lle represented the
counties of Bedford and Campbell in the
House of Burgerses, which then sat at Wil
liamsburg, and he was elected to this hon-
orable office without his knowledge,” cte.

The passages included in brackets are not
in the book from which the ubove is an ex-
tract, but obtained from an anthentic source

Bo pleased to give the above a place in
yonr widely circulated paper, and much
oblige your friend and humble servant, L.

Richmond, April G, 18360.

SoutHERN PuLriT.—It is one of the mast
marked peculiarities of the Southern pulpit
that it muintains its freeds m trom the influ
ence of politice.  Tor fervid eloquence, logi.
cal reasoning and profound learning. many
ot the clergy, of all denominations, in the
slave States are scarcely surpasred. Butthey
never forget the duties of charity and for
tearance; they know no other themes than
the living truths of the Bitle; they are not
puffed up with a selfrighteous spirit that
regards themselves as the especial fuvorites
of heaven. Political preaching is unknown
in the South.

The opposite course of the clergy of the
North reems to have brought the world an
the Church together. The broad line of dis-
tinction between the two in the days of the
Aporiles has been obliterated, and it is ques-
tivnable whether the stage or the pulpit
presents moral pictures of life, or exerts
more corrupt iufluences upon the hearer’s
heart.

The Southern pulpit does not excuse crime,
or clevate deeds of blood into a rpecies of
moral heroirm. It does not assuail the laws
of the land, or undermine the foundations
ot the State. It teuches charity and philan-
thropy as the exercise of the pure heart,
making no distinction between the ohjeots
that call for their exbibition. It fellowships
a1l who strive for the improv’emm.t, and ele-
vation of man, and does not attempt. to wit
the terms ot purdon to men by resuictions of
men’s creation,

T

me 1o be one in whom he wilk ~ptlir,. For,
although it be most true thav <L justly sufe

ter, for 1 huve been u great hypocrite und a
rievous sinner, the Lord pardon me! ) ea,
he hath done it—ho hath done: ity i '
yet ‘what evil bath he done?’ - Chyist, whum

hivki e

the prelutes persecute, Lis verity @
hate in me, hath done no eVlT’/,:*li{t{"'
teath; therefore, ought I most hiearifl
joice of this dignation and tendér kr
of the Lord towards me, which usg
remedy for my sin, und a8 a testimniul
his testament, to his ¢lory, to my everlast-
ing comfort, to the e ying of his Church,
and to overthrowing anti-Christ and his
kingdom.

«0, what am I, Lord, that thou shouldst
thus magnify me, so vile a man and miser a8
always [ have been? Is this thy wont, to
send for such a wretch and un hypocrite as
| have been, in a fiery chariot, as thou did st
tor Etias? O, dear fathers, be thauktul for me,
and pray for me, that I still may be found
worthy in whom the Liord would sanctily
tis holy name! And, for your part, make
yon reudy: tor we are but the gentlemen
where ‘the marriage of’ the Lumb hus been
prepared.” Come untothe mairiage. Inow
g0 to leave my flesh there where § received
tt. I shall be conveyed thither as Ignating
was to Rome, to Leopardis, by whore evil I
hope to be made better.  God grant, if it be
nis will that.l ask, it may wake botter by
me.  Awmen.

« For my farewell, therefore, I write and
send this unto you, trusting rhortly to see
vou where wo shatl never be reparated.  In
the mean season, I will not cease,.ax | have
done, 1o commend jou to your Father of
heaven ; and that ye would do so by me, [
most heartily pray every one of you. But
daithful is Gud, who will not sutfer us to be
tempted above our strength.” e never dd
it betore; and now, I am assured, he wiil
never do  Amen.

“+[le is on my 1ight band; therefore, [
~hall not tall.  Wheretore my heart shall reo-
joice ; tor he shall not leave my soul in hell,
neither wiil suffer e, his holy oue, by his
grace in Chrisy, to see corruption.

“Qut of pri-on, in haste, looking every
moment fur the tormentor, the 8th of Feb-
ruary, Auno 1555,

“February 8, 1555.”

¢JouN BRADFORD.

BISHOP RIDLEY TU BRAPFORD.

“Q, dear brother, recing the time 18 now
come, wherein it pleareth the lleavenly
Father, for Christ our Svior, his sake, 10
call upon you, aud o bid you come, happy
are you, that ever ye were born, thus 1o
ne awake at the Lord’s calling.  *Wdli done,
zo0d and faithtul servant; becuuse thou hast
veen faithful over a few things, he will place
thee over many things, and thou shalt enter
into the joys of thy Lora.’

0, dear brother, what reasoneth this,
thut you are sent iuto your own native
covntry ! The wisdom aud policy of the
world may mean what they will; but 1 trasg
tiod will s0 order the matter finally, by his
tatherly providence, that some great ocea-
ston of God’s gracions  gocdness may be
p enteourly pour d ah ouvl amongst his, cur
weat breturen in that country, by this your
martyrdom.  When the mariy rs, for Chiist's
sake, rhed their blood, and lost their lives,
0O, what wondrou~ things had Christ afier-
wards wrought, to his lory and counfirma-
tion of their doctrine! IFiv be not the place
chat sanciifisith the man, but the holy man
doth by Ciwrist sancaty the place. Bro.
Bradtord, then, Lappy and holy shalt be the
plice wherein thou shall sutfer, aud rhall be
with my ashes in Christ’s ¢ use sprinkled,
withal. Al thy country may rjiice of
thee, that ever it brought forth such an one,
which would render his lifo again in his
cause of whom he had reccived 1t

“Bro. Bradtord, so long as | «hall under-
stand that thou art in thy journey by God’s
grace, | shall call upon our Heavenly Father,
for Cbrist’s sake, to set thee safely home;
and then, good brother, speak you, und pray
for the remnant that are to sutfer for Christ’s
sake, according Lo that thou then shall know
more clearly.

«Weo do look now every day when we
<hall be culled on.  Blesged be Gud! 1 ween
[ ain the weakest, many wal &, of our com-
pany ; and yet I thank our 1, wd God and
Heavenly Fuather by Christ, that since [
heard of our dear Bro, Rogers’ departing,
and stout confession of Chiriet and his trath,
even unto death, wmy hoart—Dblessad  be
(tod—so rej dced of it that, sirce that time,
Cusay, [ never feit any lumpi-h heaviness in
my breast, as I sr.ut 1 bave telt sometimes
budore.

O, good brother, blesged be God in thee,
and blessed be the time that ever I knew
thee! TFarewelll furewelll Your brutherin
Christ.

“N. B. Brother, farewelll”

A new proof of the marvelous precision
attained by scientitic men, in cur day, has
just been given, in the discovery of & new
planet in France. From certain siight dis-
tarbances in the motions of Mercury, Liever.
rier was led 10 the conclusion that a rmall
plunet must cxist between Mercury and the
sun. Ilo suggested to all astronomers to
muake immediate and careful search for it;
and searcely bad his paper, read before the
French lnstitute, been  publirhed, than a
country phyrician—un enthusiast in the sdi.
ence—sent him word that he had discovered
it, and computed its size and orbit. Lever-
rierat once visited him, and found his observ-
ations recorded on deal boards in uharcoal,
but evidenily mude with groat care and ac-
curacy. Since then, an Kuglish astronomer
has claimed a prior discovery, but the obeerv-
ations he gives indicate quite another Lody
than that discovered by the French phy si-
cian; und, il reliable, prove the «Xistence of
I still another planet.

God -~

thousands, it pleaseth his mffﬁ*y towbuass




